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Relief systems for damaging national health policies :
compensation for loss and damages caused by vaccination accidents

Shinichi Nemoto

Abstract

From an epidemiological point of view, vaccination accidents—one category of medical
malpractice, in a meaning called the accident that happened during a medical examination
—are inevitable. Individuals who enforced vaccination affected by vaccination accidents
often file lawsuits against the authorities ; however, it is often difficult for affected individ-
uals to prove the fault of the authorities in such cases. Establishment of a loss compensation
system that does not require proof of fault is therefore necessary for these individuals.
Systems that do not require proof of fault, however, usually provide little compensation.
Therefore, a new method is necessary to provide adequate compensation to victims of
vaccination accidents. The present study examines past efforts and theories in this area in an
effort to identify the best compensation system for individuals negatively impacted by
national health policies.
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