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The enigma of the almond-bone in Birds, Beasts and Flowers

Haruo Sato

Abstract

The enigmatic notes located at the beginning of nine different title pages of Birds, Beasts
and Flowers have puzzled the readers. They are apparently more difficult to understand and
challenging than the poems themselves. The present author analyses the note put to
“Flowers,” with special attention to “the almond bone” and finds that D.H. Lawrence success-
fully presented his view on the relationship of the soul and body from a traditional Jewish
interpretation of the life and death of human being, slightly alien to the Christian interpreta-
tion, indicative of Lawrence’s drift towards foreign religious doctrines in his late years.
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Flowers
“AND LONG AGO, the almond was
the symbol of resurrection. But tell
me, tell me, why should the almond
be the symbol of resurrection?
Have you not seen, in the wild win-
ter sun of the southern Mediter-
ranean, in January and in February,
the re-birth of the almond tree, all
standing in clouds of glory?
Ah yes! ah yes! would I might see it
again!
Yet even this is not the secret of the
secret. Do you know what was called
the almond bone, in the body, the
last bone of the spine?
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This was the seed of the body, and
from the grave it could grow into a
new body again, like almond blos-
som in January.

No, no, I know nothing of that.”
“Oh Persephone, Persephone, bring
back to me from Hades the life of a
dead man.”

“Wretches, utter wretches, keep
your hands from the beans!” saith
Empedokles.

For according to some, the beans
were the beans of votes, and votes
were politics. But others say it was a
food-taboo. Others also say the bean
was one of the oldest symbols of the
male organ, for the peas-cod is later
than the beans-cod.”

“But blood is red, and blood is life.
Red was the colour of kings. Kings,
far-off kings, painted their faces
vermilion, and was almost gods.”
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