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Japanese honorific forms and their improper usage:
Contrastive studies of Japanese and Korean honorific expressions

Rah Sung-sook

Abstract

In this paper, I describe the system and structures of Japanese honorific forms and their
improper usage by the Japanese, particularly by young people. Furthermore, I contrast the
system and structures of Japanese honorific expressions with Korean. The system and
structures of Japanese honorific expressions are more complex compared to those of Korean.
In recent years, many young Japanese people appear to use the honorific forms improperly.
The reasons behind their improper use of honorific forms are as follows:

First, the system and structures of Japanese honorific forms are very complex.

Secondly, many young Japanese have low confidence in correctly using those forms but they
still try to use them as politely as possible. Such cases lead to confusion about the proper use
of honorific forms.

The system and structures of honorific forms in Korean are not as complex as those in
Japanese.: therefore, Korean seldom make mistakes in using them. However, they are very

careful about choosing the correct form to address to their interlocutors.
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