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What is a dentist as a first-year dental student? :
A consciousness survey by 2020 and 2021 first-year dental students

. . 12
Maiko Misawa

Abstract

This study clarifies the expectations of first-year dental students from dentists. The consent
for conducting research was obtained from 115 (92%) and 122 (96.1%) students enrolled in 2020
and 2021, respectively. The students wrote a sentence on the question, “What qualities and
abilities are required of a dentist?” They were instructed to answer the questionnaire and the
responses were analyzed using a text ming tool.

The most frequently occurring nouns based on the word frequency analysis were patient (92
times; 33.8%), dexterity (49 times; 20.7%), hands (40 times; 16.9%), feelings (32 times; 13.5), and
knowledge (31 times; 12.7%). There was no significant difference in the use of frequently
occurring nouns depending on the presence or absence of a relative dentist (ytest: p > 0.05).
Additionally, from the cooccurrence network analysis, the top 24 word combinations (10 or
more cooccurrences) were considered related to the combination of “clinical ability,”
“excellence,” “communication,” and “humanity.”

It was suggested that many first-year dental students consider “excellence” and “humanity”

related to “clinical ability” and “communication skills” to be qualities of dentists.
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